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DIRECTOR’S NOTES

HALL OF FAMER
HAPPENINGS

Wow! It's been an incredible summer at
the Georgia Sports Hall of Fame. We’re in
the midst of an historic period of change for
our organization, and we are continuing to
bring the best in educational programming
and compelling exhibits to the citizens of
Georgia. A new class is preparing for their
induction, and it seems as if there’s an
update to our exhibits each week.

Among the many changes we’ve experienced
over the past several months, perhaps the
most exciting one is the addition of nine
new appointees to the Georgia Sports Hall
of Fame Authority. The Authority serves as
the Hall of Fame’s governing board, and its
members are appointed by the Governor,
the Lieutenant Governor, and our state’s
Speaker of the House. The new Authority
members are as follows — Lee R. Burton,
John K. Dewberry, L. J. “Stan” Lomax,
John Paul Holmes Jr., Don Leebern lii,
Kirby R. Moore, W. Anthony Moye, Emily
P. Myers, and Andrew Williams.

I've had the pleasure of speaking at length
with each of our new Authority members
and have been overwhelmed by the level of
commitment and obvious enthusiasm with
which each of them is approaching their new
charge. Please take the time to welcome
these new appointees and thank them for
their leadership as you have the opportunity.

By now, you've probably also noticed the
change in design and size of our quarterly
newsletter. This new format is helping
us cut costs while allowing us to continue
distributing a mailed version of Sports
Report. In addition to the mailed news,
you should also be periodically receiving
an emailed newsletter.  This electronic
newsletter is enabling us to communicate
with our friends and supporters more

frequently and to provide them
with updates about the hall in a
more timely manner.

The electronic version of our news would
not have been possible without our summer
marketing intern, Alex Boy. Alex is back
at Mercer University now, but he was an
integral part of our staff this summer helping
with the selection process and setting up our
templates and databases for the emailed
newsletter. If you are not receiving this
version of the GSHF news, please email me
at bens@gshf.org, and | will add you to our
list.

Finally, it was my privilege to represent the
GSHF at a banquet honoring the 2010 NCAA
Division | Golf Champions from Augusta
State University. Over 1,100 fans and well
wishers attended the event to pay tribute to
this remarkable team. After making some
brief remarks, | was delighted to accept,
on behalf of the museum, several pieces of
memorabilia from the national championship
tournament.

We will be using these artifacts to create an
exhibit in our golf section dedicated to the
ASU golf team. We will unveil this display
while the team is in Macon for the Brickyard
Collegiate Golf Championship on Friday,
October 8th. Be looking for more information
about this event, and plan to attend if you
are able.

Thank you for your continued support of the
Georgia Sports Hall of Fame. | hope you
will share our wonderful museum with your
colleagues, neighbors, and friends. Stop in
to see us the next time you’re in the area;
we’d love to have you.

Ben Sapp
Interim Executive Director

Mitchell Joins Nets Staff

Columbus native and 2010 GSHF inductee, Sam Mitchell has
been named to the coaching staff of the NBA’s New Jersey Nets.
Mitchell was the NBA’s Coach of the Year in 2007. He was standout
o forward for the Mercer University Basketball team before going on to a

4 f successful 13-year NBA playing career.

Boozer & Swilling Enshrined in South Bend
Georgia Sports Hall of Fame inductees Emerson Boozer and Pat Swilling
were recently honored with induction into the College Football Hall of
Fame in South Bend, Indiana.

Emerson Boozer was recognized for his outstanding career as a
running back. He began at Lucy Laney High School in Augusta before
becoming a two-time All-American at Maryland Eastern Shore.
Boozer played his entire professional career with the New York
Jets where he was twice named to the Pro-Bowl. j

Toccoa’s Pat Swilling joined Boozer among the 2010 enshrinees.
Swilling excelled as a defensive end for Georgia Tech finishing his
career as Tech’s leader in sacks and tackles for loss. He went on
to play professionally for the New Orleans Saints, Detroit Lions, and
Oakland Raiders. Swilling was named the NFL’s Defensive Player
of the Year in 1989.

Brogdon Honored by Gwinnett ?'
Cindy Brogdon took her place as part of the inaugural ) p i
induction class of the Gwinnett County Sports Hall of \i\ y )'
Fame. A 2002 GSHF inductee, Brogdon led Gwinnett’s p:
Greater Atlanta Christian School to four state championship & ﬁ-
basketball games winning three of them. Between
record-breaking stints at both Mercer University and the [
University of Tennessee, she helped Team USA capture the 9‘\{)
silver medal at the 1976 Olympic Games in Montreal.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

HONORS COURT

It has been a busy summer here at
the Georgia Sports Hall of Fame, and
we are continuing to work hard to bring
our visitors new exhibits and programs.
With the baseball season in full swing
and football season just beginning, now
is a great time to visit the museum and
learn about all of the sports that make
the state of Georgia the best in the
nation.

This summer, new exhibits have been
created throughout the museum.
Currently in our rotunda case is an
exhibit entitled Before the Braves:
Professional Baseball in Georgia,
1885-1965 which highlights the great
minor league baseball teams that played
in Georgia prior to the Braves moving to
Atlanta in 1965. This exhibit features a
vast collection of baseball artifacts such
as Thomasville Tigers short stop Ray
Willett’s baseball glove, cap, and cleats
from 1946, a team-autographed Dublin
Green Sox baseball from 1950, a 1951
Atlanta Crackers game program, and
Macon Peaches pitcher John Krider’s
game-worn uniform from 1930. Along
with other memorabilia such as a
Ty Cobb baseball card, an Eastman
Dodgers ticket stub, and a Thomasville
Orioles baseball bat, the exhibit also
brings to light some of the greatest
ball players to ever come out of the
Peach State like Atlanta Black Crackers
catcher James “Joe” Greene, Americus
Cardinals second baseman Ellis Clary,
Sandersville Giants pitcher Robert Scott,
and Newnan Cowetas first baseman Bill
Terry. A must-see for any baseball fan,
Before the Braves is scheduled to remain
on display through the end of October.

Aside from creating new exhibits, we
have also been updating our permanent

displays. The Hall of Fame corridor
has undergone a major facelift and
now houses an exhibit that features
informational panels and artifacts from
members of the Georgia Sports Hall
of Fame who are also in national or
international halls of fame. We are also
revamping the “Sports Medicine” section
of our museum and creating a brand
new exhibition that is set to open in the
spring of 2011. Finally, we updated
the “National Championship” display
in our High School Sports section to
include team photographs of the 1974
Thomasville High School football team,
the 1991 LaGrange High School football
team, and the 2007 Collins Hill girls
basketball team.

We’ve got more planned for the fall, and
| encourage all fans of sports and history
to visit the Georgia Sports Hall of Fame
to check out the museum’s current and
upcoming events.

Benjamin Baughman

Senior Curator

SELECTS CLASS OF 2011

The Georgia Sports Hall of Fame Honors Court
met on Tuesday, September 14th to select
the hall of fame’s 2011 induction class. After
extensive deliberation, the committee chose
Robert Davis, Joe DelLany, Dale Ellis, Ray
Goff, William Ploeger, Lisa Spain Short, and
James “J.T.” Thomas to be the next inductees
into the GSHF.

The Class of 2011 represents the very best
Georgia has to offer in athletics, coaching, and
officiating. = Among them are championship
caliber coaches; an SEC referee that wrote the
book on football officiating: and athletes that
excelled in basketball, football, golf, and tennis.

Robert Davis is one of the most decorated
high-school coaches in Georgia football history.
At Warner Robins High School he captured 3
state championships (1976, 1981, 1988), and his
teams were twice crowned national champions
(1976 & 1981). From Warner Robins, Davis went
to Westside High School in Macon where he took
a fledgling program and made it into one of the
state’s best. In addition to receiving numerous
Coach of the Year Awards, Davis coached 238
players that received college scholarships and
11 players that competed in the NFL. Davis
compiled a 353-73-1 record in 36 seasons as a
head coach.

Joe Delany is a long time resident of Atlanta
who played football at Georgia Tech. Following
his playing days, DelLany became an SEC
football official. In 30 years of officiating, he
worked 20 bowl games - including the Rose,
Sugar, Orange, Fiesta, and Cotton Bowls - and
6 national championship games. During his
time with the SEC, DeLany served in a variety of
leadership roles and was asked to co-author the
SEC Mechanics Manual of Football Officiating
that is still in use today.

Dale Ellis grew up in Marietta, GA and starred
for the Marietta High School basketball
team. Ellis went on to play at the University of
Tennessee where he was a consensus First
Team All-American selection in his senior year.
Drafted ninth overall in the 1983 NBA Draft, Ellis
played seventeen seasons as a professional
scoring nearly 20,000 points and grabbing 4,418
rebounds. During his career, he played for
Dallas, Seattle, Milwaukee, San Antonio, and
Denver. Ellis enjoyed his greatest success with
the Sonics, leading the team in scoring for four
consecutive seasons and being named to the
NBA All-Star Team in 1989.

. ¢ o
Ray Goff is from .
Moultrie, GA and - ‘z’

attended Moultrie

High School. A three

sport star, Goff led the

Packers’ football team to a 28-4 record over
three seasons. During his senior year, he was
selected First Team All-State and was named
to the Parade All-American Team. Collegiately,
Goff played quarterback at the University of
Georgia. In 1976, he led the Bulldogs to the SEC
Championship and was named the SEC Player of
the Year. He later became UGA’s head football
coach guiding the team to a 46-34-1 record in
seven seasons. His 1992 team was ranked as
high as 8th in the nation and finished the season
as co-champions of the SEC’s eastern division.

William Ploeger is a native of Brunswick, GA
who has proven himself one of the state’s best
golfers at every level of competition. As captain
of Georgia Tech’s golf team in 1963, he was
named an Honorable Mention All-American.
Among the many golf tournaments that Ploeger
won during his career are 11 Golden Isles
Invitational championships. He went on to have a
stellar career as a senior playing in both the U.S.
and British Senior Opens. He is a member of the
Georgia Tech Hall of Fame and the Georgia Golf
Hall of Fame.

Lisa Spain Short was born in Moultrie, GA
where she attended Colquitt County High School.
During her high school career, she captured
four consecutive state tennis championships
compiling a career singles match record of 56-1.
She went on to compete for the University of
Georgia where she won the 1984 NCAA Division
| Singles Championship. As a professional, she
climbed as high as 63rd in the world rankings
and played in each of tennis’ four grand slam
tournaments.

James “J.T.” Thomas played football in his
hometown of Macon at Lanier High School. After
graduating in 1969, he received a scholarship to
play football at Florida State University making
him the first African-American football player in
the school’s history. He was an All-American
defensive back for FSU and was the Pittsburgh
Steelers first pick in the 1973 NFL draft. As a
member of Pittsburgh’s famed Steel Curtain
defense, Thomas played on teams that won four
Super Bowls (1974, 1975, 1978, 1979). He was
named to the Pro Bowl in 1976.



OBITUARIES

Robert T. Davis, Jr. 1983 GSHF Inductee
Robert T. Davis, Jr. passed away on June 12th at his home
in Gastonia, North Carolina. A native of Columbus, Georgia,
Davis was an all-American and all-SEC offensive lineman for
Georgia Tech football and a three-year starter for Georgia
Tech basketball from 1945-1947. Drafted by the Buffalo Bills
of the All-American Football Conference (AAFC) and the New
York Giants of the National Football League (NFL) in 1947,
Davis played one full season with the NFL’s Boston Yanks in
1948. A Yellow Jacket football legend, Davis was inducted
into the Georgia Tech Athletics Hall of Fame in 1956 and the
College Football Hall of Fame in 1978.

Paul Duke 1993 GSHF Inductee Paul Duke passed
away on March 24th in Austell, Georgia. Born in DeKalb
County, Georgia, Duke played only one year of football at
Boys High School in Atlanta, before joining the Georgia Tech
football team as a walk-on in his freshman year. Named the
starting center the following season, Duke earned all-American
and all-SEC honors for the Yellow Jackets in 1946. That
same year, Duke was drafted by the New York Yankees of
the All-American Football Conference (AAFC) and played one
season under Coach Ray Flaherty. A successful businessman
following his football career, Duke was named to the Georgia
Tech Athletics Hall of Fame in 1963.

Ernie Harwell 2008 GSHF Inductee Ermie Harwell
passed away on May 4th after a months-long battle with
cancer. A native of Washington, Georgia, Harwell began his
sports broadcasting career in 1940 with WSB radio in Atlanta.
After broadcasting Georgia Tech football games and the
Masters golf tournament, Harwell became the official voice of
the Atlanta Crackers minor league baseball team from 1943
to 1947. In 1948, he was “traded” to the Brooklyn Dodgers
for a catcher when Dodgers’ owner Branch Rickey needed a
new play-by-play announcer. Over the next decade, Harwell
called baseball games for the Dodgers, New York Giants, and
Baltimore Orioles, before settling in Detroit where he called
Tigers games for the next forty-two years (1960-2002). A Major
League Baseball broadcaster for fifty-five years, Harwell was
awarded the Ford C. Fricke Award by the National Baseball
Hall of Fame in 1981.
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JOIN THE HALL OF FAME TODAY!

MEMBERSHIP PACKAGES

All membership packages include the

following basic benefits:

* 10% discount in The Locker Room

+ GSHF Quarterly Newsletter

+ Invitation to all GSHF Events
including Induction Ceremony

+ Southeast Reciprocal Membership
Program

STUDENT.........ccoiiiiieieeeees $20.00
High school or college with valid ID
Basic benefits, plus:

» One annual free admission pass

» Two guest passes (one visit per pass)

INDIVIDUAL ........coooiiiiieeen, $35.00
Basic benefits, plus:

» One annual free admission pass

» Two guest passes (one visit per pass)

FAMILY ..o, $75.00
2 adults & children under 18
Basic benefits, plus:
» Annual free admission for registered
family members
+ Two guest passes (one visit per pass)

FRIEND...........cooooviiiiiiiiiiiiinnan. $100.00
Basic benefits, plus:
» Two annual free admission passes

CONTRIBUTOR.................... $150.00

Basic benefits, plus:

+ Four annual free admission passes

» Four guests passes (one visit per pass)

« VIP invitation to exhibit receptions

» 15% discount on rentals (subject to
availability)

CORPORATE............cc......... $250.00

Basic benefits, plus:

» Four annual free admission passes

+ Six guest passes (one visit per pass)

« VIP invitation to exhibit receptions

» 15% discount on rentals (subject to
availability)

PATRON ..........ccooeiieeeee $500.00
Basic benefits, plus:

+ Four annual free admission passes

» Ten guest passes (one visit per pass)

« VIP invitation to exhibit receptions

= VIP invitation to Friday Night Inductee
Jacket Presentation

15% discount on rentals (subject to
availability)

GRAND PATRON............... $1,000.00
Basic benefits, plus:

+ Six annual free admission passes

- Eighteen guest passes (one visit per
pass)

VIP invitation to exhibit receptions

VIP invitation to Friday Night Inductee
Jacket Presentation

» Two tickets to GSHF Induction

» Four guest passes (one visit per pass) Ceremony
+ 15%discount on rentals (subject to + 15% discount on rentals (subject to
availability) availability)
7777777777777777777777777777777 ><g _

Name:
Address:
Phone: Fax:
Email:

Make checks payable to:
Georgia Sports Hall of Fame Foundation
P.O. Box 4644 - Macon, GA 31208 - (478) 752-1585 - (478) 752-1587 « www.gshf.org



301 Cherry Street
Macon, GA 31201
478.752.1585

Fax 478.752.1587

www.gshf.com

Georgia-

georgia.org

S\ yellowbook

The Telegraph

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
MACON, GA
PERMIT 560




